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La societat medieval

Vilafranca va tenir un creixement intens durant la segona meitat del segle XII. La situacio de Vilafranca
com a via que enllacava les terres cristianes amb les musulmanes va ser decisiva per al seu desenvalu-
pament. Com a conseqiéncia d'aquesta rellevancia, el rei Alfons | va fer donacid dels drets de notaria a
resgk AledER AP B tivicinere dalasside| BRI HE il olels At sed i otaria van fer que I'Església
de Vilafranca exercis un notable poder econémic i juridic.

La ciutat medieval

El centre de la poblacié girava a I'entorn de la primitiva parrbquia de Santa Maria, una església parro-
quial que va ser la primera que va integrar el gotic.

Es van construir altres edifis notables, com ara el convent d'un orde mendicant: el convent de Sant
Francesc; lesglésia d'un convent d'un orde militar: la capella de Sant Joan, i altres edifis amb un clar pro-
tagonisme en uns fets cabdals a la historia de Catalunya com ara el Palau Reial, on va morir &l rei Pere Il el
Gran, o el Palau Balta, que la tradicid diu que fou l'escenari on es va signar la Concordia de Vilafranca el

1461, un dels desencadenants de la guerra civil que va enfrontar la corona i la Generalitat al segle XV.
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CIVIL AND RELIGIOUS MEDIEVAL ARCHITECTURE IN VILAFRANCA DEL PENEDES

The medieval society

Vilafranca had a strong growth during the second half of the twelfth century. The situation of Vilafran-
ca as an important land route between Muslim and Christian lands became essential for its development.
Because of this relevance, King Alfons | transferred the notary rights to the Church in 1188, Tharks fo
the caincidence of religious events with fairs and markets and the granted notary rights, the Catholic
Church of Vilafranca had a remarkable economic and legal power.

The medieval centre

The town centre was located around the original Santa Maria Parish, the first church to join the
Gathic style In architecture.

Cther important buildings were built during that period, such as the Convent of Sant Fran
cesc, of a mendicant order; the Chapel of Sant Joan, of a military erder; and other buildings as-
sociated with some memorable events of the history of Catalunya. The King Peter lll the Great
died in the Folau Reial. According (o tradition, it was in the Palau Baltd where war nigned
the Vilafranca Agreement in 1461, which triggered the civil war between the Crown and the

Generalirar govermment irrthe fiftecnth céntuny:
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PALAUREIAL

PALAUREIAL

The Palau Refal was built during the kingdom of
Pe- ter I the Great,befween the (welfth and
thirteenth, €enturies, The main facade consists
of tworstone buildings of different height, one
is a tower with a plain lop and the second one
has a barbican made of wood.

Throughout the twenticth century, the building was
transformed, enlarged and restored, with the inten-

tion of adapting it lo the needs of the preseal VINSEUM
Wine Culture Museum of Catalonia.

In the same architectonic complex, there is the
Chapel of Sant Pelegri. It is documented since 1334
as a part
of the i rst haspital from the Order of the Trinilarians
in
Vilafranca.



BASILICA DE SANTA MAR

La basilica de Janta Maria és el pri-
mer edifi i parroguial de Catalunya
edifi cat eppestil gotic i segueix les
pautes constructives de les esglé-
sies catalanes de nau dnica: co-
berta amb voltes de creueria, perd
amb una amplia nau de cinc trams
amb cinc capelles laterals separa-
des per uns contraforts excepcio-
nalment gruixuts, Es un edifi ¢ gbtic
construit sobre una antiga capella
romanica. La facana principal es va
iniciar al segle XV seguint les pauies
del gitic, perd ha sofert al llarg de
la historia diverses intervencions, la
mis recent de les quals es va pro-
duir a comencaments del segle XX,

La portalada de Santa Maria de la
facana lateral era la porta primitiva
de la basilica | conserva encara res-
tes de pintures murals del segle XIV
sitwades a les dovelles de I'arc de
mig punt. £s de tradicio romanica
tardana i estd datada de fi nals del
segle XIIL

BASILICA OF SANTA MARIA

The Basilica of Santa Maria is the fi rst
parish building built in gothic style

in Catalunya and follows the cons-
truction guidelines of Catalan single
nave churches: ribbed vaulied cei-
ling, wide nave of fi ve bays and fi ve
side chapels separated by bulfresses

of an exceplional thickness., It is a
gothic building built on the site of

a Romanesgue chapel. The facade
construction began in the i fteenth
century following the Gothic pat-
tern, although it has suffered seve-
ral interventions throughout history.
The most recent onre was al the be-
ginning of the twentieth cenlury.

The original door of the church
is the porial of Sanita Maria,
located at the side wall. It is an
cxample of lale Romanesque
style of the thirffeenth century.
On the voussoirs of the se-
micircular arch of the portal,
there are seme remnants of wall
paintings  of the fourleenth
cenlury,
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CAMPANAR DE

S'ITAMARIi - SANTAMARIA= =

El campagar ¢#ha cons-
- i de gairebé 52 m d'alt
* forma octogonal, de dos
5505, que s'aixeca al bell
mig de la ciutat, situat inde-
’pe\-ndon[mem a la part exte-
rior de I'església de manera
exempta. Sembla que la
construccio d'aquesta torre
es va iniciar al mateix temps
que I'església, I'any 1285.

Des del moment de la cons-
truccid, el campanar va ad-
quirir un signifi cat especial
per a la vila pel seu paper
com a mitjh de comunicacia,
nao tan sals d'esdeveniments
religiosos, sind també civils,
L'any 1322 es va fundar un
benefi ¢l —la mongia— pel
qual um monjo es feia ca-
rrec de tocar les campanes

i s'establia l'obligacio que
un segon monjo residis a

la torre i s'encarregues de
custodiar tambeé 'església i
els seus béns. La feina dels
monjos devia ser ben ac-
tiva, ja que es realitzaven
vint=i-set tocs diferents que

ANUNCIAVEN
ota mena.

BELL TOWER OF

The bell tower is a building
of almosi 52 meters high
with octagonal shape and
fwo sections. It is an inde-
pendent

oulside

stands right in the ceater

of the city. It seems that its
construction began in 1285,

af the same time as the cons-

truction of the church.

Since
bell acquired a special sig-
nifi cance for the city, since

it was wsed as a means of
mefOmyunication, not  only
for reﬁgi’ evegls but also
for civil ones. [

In 1322, a special benefi t
was esfablished according

fo which a monk was in
charge of ringing the bells.

It was also established that a
second monk had lo live in
the tower, o lake care of the
church and its properties.
Undoubtedly, the monks
had a lot of work, since there
were fwenty-seven different
sounds announcing all kind
of events,




PALAU BALTA

Antic casal gotic bastit per Francesc Babau el 1308, pero reformat any 1522 i restaurat posteriorment per
August Font 'any 1889, Es un edifi ci que segueix l'estructura de les cases senyorials gotigues, amb el pati
central gue actua com a nuchi distribuidor de les sales de la casg amb escala caracteristica, que actualment
resta coberta, i la galeria d'arcs apuntats,

L'any 1889, I'arquitecte vilafrangui August Font el va restaurar i va introduin nous elements a letjiflels
quals destaca la tribuna de la facana principal.

PALAUBALTA

The Palau Balti is an old gothic house de-
signmed by Francese Babaw in 1308, trans-
formed in 1522 and subsequently restored
by August Fonl in 1889,

The building follows the siructure of
Gothic howses: it las a central courtyard
acting as a distribution cemter leading lo
the rooms, a characteristic staircase, cu-
rrently covered, and a gallery of pointed
arches.

Inn 1899 the architect August Font, from
Vilaframca, restored the Palace and intro-
duced new elements into the building. A
good example of it is the tribune of the
main facade.




CASA GOMA CASA GOMA

Cal Goma (betw

sixteenth cenlturies) was the residence

of bishop Torras -Lrges. It stands i
embla que molt a p de the city walls afd, apparenily, the

| call jueu. Jewish quarter was tr-a ed nearby. l

nat per una caracteris- On the top, there is a (Ppical gallery of
; depressed arches. Inside theBUldm, == s —
- _ ==
can still be seen a group of gothic ar- ' —
ches on the ground fl oor and a three
arched window.




ESGLESIA | ANTIC
CONVENT DE
SANT FRANCESC

lésia de I'antic convent dels
1 ns, del qual nom

ic i historic, que esdevingué el pan- En una de les capelles, s'hi ubica el
ted de nobles il-lustres de Vilafranca conegut Retaule de la Mare de Déu
idel P 5. i sant Jordi, una obra que tra
unes caracteristiques de I'estil ano-
L ssiadel convent de Sant nal, l.‘L(|(J|._‘-I:|I
Francescreuneixtot un conjunt perlap a catalana de fi nals del
d'elements que s coma Segl i atribuit a Lluis Borrassa.

base de I'arquitectura gotica catalana.




CHURCH AND
OLD CONVENT OF
SANT FRANCESC

The Church and the old convent of Sant

I, of which only the
cloister still remains in place, is a Gothic
building of the late thirteenth century
with great architectural, arfistic and his-
forical values. It was the pantheon of
illustrious nobles of Vilafranca and the
Penedés region.

The church of the convent has a number
of elements that have been defi ned as
the basis of Catalan Gothic architecture.

The famous Altarpiece of the Mare

de Déu i Sant fordi, attributed to Lluis
Borrassi d in one of the side

chapels. This painting has the charac-

feristics of a siyle called =international
Gothics adopted by the Catalan pain-

fters of the late sixteenth cenlury.




CASA MACIA

La Casa Macia és un edifi ci
del segle XV que probable-
ment va formar part d'un
gran casal gotic, juntament
amb I'actual Casa de la Vila.

La casa conserva |'estructura
gotica del pati, actualmemnt
cobert, amb l'escala i la gale-
ria darcades de mig punt.

CASA MACIA

The Casa Macia is a fi fteenth
cenfury building that proba-
by part of a larger pothic
palace which included the cu-
rrent Town Hall.

The house retains the Gothic

arches gallery.




CASA DELAVILA

L'origen de 'edi ci de l'actual Casa de la Vila és un palau gdtic
civil del segle XIV, probablement propietat de Bernat Pellicer
(esmentat en les croniques de la conselleria de Jaume I1).

L'edi ci manté, malgrat diverses intervencions, l'estructura
caracteristica del gotic civil catala, amb el pati central, 'escala
i la galeria. De la facana del carrer de Santa Maria en desta-
quen diversos elements dinterdés, com els paraments de
pedra, els carreus de pedra buixardats disposats en  leres
horitzontals, dues gargoles en forma d'aliga amb les ales
plegades sobre el cos i una nestra geminada, probablement
del segle XVI.

~
‘S

TOWN HALL

The origin of the current Town Hall is a civil Gothic palace of the
fourteenth century, probably owned by Bernat Pellicer, who is
mentioned in the chronicles of James Il.

Despite several alterations, the building still has the characteris-
tic structure of the Catalan civil gothic style, with a central
courtyard, the staircase and a gallery. On the side wall of Santa
Maria street can be seen the large stone blocks arranged in
horizontal rows, two gargoyles with a shape of an eagle with
folded wings and a paired window from the sixteenth century.



CONVENT DE LA
SANTISSIMA TRINITAT

CONVENT OF
SANTISSIMA TRINITAT

The Church of the Santissima Trinitat is the only
building of Vilafranca of the transition period
from Gothic to Renaissance, Built in 1578, il is
a single-nave church with a barrel vauli slightly
pointed, and fi ve side chapels on each side.

The church and the rooms of the Trinily conveal
which are still in place form an architectural com-
plex where can be noticed the successive allera-
tions and enlargements of the monastic offi ces
and additional buildings.



CAPELLA DE
SANT JOAN

Liesghésia de Sant Joan & va construir a co-
mencaments del segie XIV forde miltar dels
hospitalers de Sant Joan oe Jerusalem.

La fagana prncpal presenta una porta de
mig punt amb reminiscences romaniques
formada per anquivoltes amb columnes |
capitells, un rosetd gotic | un campanar da,
planta octogonal inkdat afi nals ded segle XVL

Linterior de b capella &5 de planta rectan-
qguiar amb un absis de forma poligonal La
construccd és robusta | diestl gotic sense
omaments escultdnics teguint una dara in-
fuéncia ded Clster.

CHAPEL OF
SANT JOAN

The Church of Sant Joan was bullt at the be-
ginning of the fourtizenth century by the mill-
tary order of St John of Jensalem.

0n the main acade, there i5 a door with a
Romanesque ach formed by an archivolt
with columns and capitals, a Gothic rosa
windaw and an octagonal bell tower dated
from the late sxtesnth century.

The interior of the chapel i rectanguiar in
shape with a polygonal apse. it is a sturdy
chaped, of Gothic style without soulptural or-

naments, with a cear infl vence of the Cister-
dan architecturs.
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